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“Yes, I did the book report myself. I found it on eBay myself,
Ibid on it myself I paid for it myself, I printed it myself...”



   English II – World Literature

Course Syllabus ’19-‘20
Mrs. Gerhardt  / gerhardty@mdusd.org  /  www.gerhardteng2.weebly.com
Pre-Honors English II is a course, which acquaints the student with the genres and techniques of international literature. The course includes grammar, single and multi-paragraph writing, the research paper, vocabulary, and study skills. This course in world literature approaches literary works with scholarly criticism and attention to detail. It is designed to prepare students for AP English. In addition,   it incorporates Common Core standards and fulfills the B requirement of the UC/CSU Subject Area Requirements. You will be expected to read and write, both in class and out. Participation in class is expected of all students. Reading and writing will encompass the genres of fiction, non-fiction, poetry and drama.
Literature Titles

Animal Farm (George Orwell)

      Cyrano de Bergerac (Edmond Rostand)

Catcher in the Rye (J.D. Salinger)            Slumdog Millionaire (Vikas Swarup)
Night (Elie Wiesel)


      
      
NOTE: Buying their own copy of these classics will allow students to mark, highlight, and note-take in the book itself (a very common college student practice for dedicated learners). However, it is not a requirement. 
Grading Policy

( sign up for Remind: text    @english2ph        to 81010

90%-100% A 
    80%-89% B 
70%-79% C 
     60%-69% D 
0%-59% F
Grade Breakdown

Standards-based writing

40%

Tests/quizzes
  20%
Other assignments


25%
   
Binder

    5%
Citizenship (tardies, materials) / Participation


  10%
1. Gradebooks are closed every quarter. The semester grade is calculated as follows: 1st quarter – 40%, 2nd quarter – 40%, Semester Final – 20%. The grades are rounded up at 9.5 and higher in the online gradebook! Grades will be regularly updated on Homelink.
2. No re-takes or re-writes are allowed on any tests, quizzes, essays or projects.
Start early! Do it right the first time! 
(Strive to be Dedicated Learners)
3. Essays will be used as a form of final assessment for the end of any unit of reading. They will be graded according to the English Department essay rubric distributed in class. Typed assignments will be given with plenty of notice for a deadline. With this in mind, “my computer crashed” or “my printer didn’t work” are not acceptable excuses. Use the Student Center (room 202) or the library to print assignments. (Be Responsible Citizens)
Most typed assignments will have to be submitted to Turnitin.com, so note the class codes:  

Period 4 ( class ID: 21866764


Enrollment key: eng2ph4



      Period 5 ( class ID: 21866778


Enrollment key: eng2ph5 


Materials & Class Expectations 
· Student Planner (for homework recording) or equivalent
· Pencil and pen (black or blue), highlighter, and red pen (for correcting)
· Lined paper (loose or in a notebook) and post-its (any size)
· In-class and/or outside reading book (during novel units & free time)
· Binder (1”) with 5 tabs labeled as follows: (1) Class Notes, (2) Vocabulary & Grammar, (3) Writing, (4) Activities, (5) Portfolio Prep

A binder, much like a room, house or apartment, is a direct reflection of its owner. An organized binder is a reflection of an organized student. Be organized—it is a vital factor in the success of the student or professional of any level.
Research Paper: In tenth grade, students are expected to learn and practice the art of formal research. Students will learn how to properly research a topic, format a research paper, and use the Modern Language Association (MLA) style.

Late Work Policy: In society, there are consequences for late work; this class is no different. Homework must be completed before class and ready to be turned in at the beginning of class. Late work will be graded down 50% up to a maximum of ONE week. After one week, late work can only receive effort points (up to 10%).
Make-up Work: With an excused absence, students have the number of days he/she missed to complete the work. Homework must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day you return. You are responsible for obtaining missed work and notes. Please check Agenda Binder, copy assignments into your planner, or call a classmate if you are absent. You are responsible for arranging a time to take the test or quiz outside of class time. A suspension is NOT an excused absence. You may NOT make up any work you missed during your suspension. Think before you act as referrals and suspensions will affect your grade. ( be dedicated learners
Tardies: You must be in your seat when the bell rings, or you are tardy. If you are tardy, you lose 3/25 per quarter citizenship points. ( be responsible citizens
Cell Phones: Cell phones should be muted and out of sight AT ALL TIMES unless directed otherwise (for temporary use in class). If spotted, it will be confiscated until the end of class period. Repeat offenders will have to retrieve it from the office and lose citizenship points.
Tips for Succeeding:

· Follow the class calendar/website and stay on top of reading!

· Participate and share ideas in class discussions (be inclusive leaders)
· Turn in work ON TIME (sign up for class Reminds)
· Bring materials to class everyday (novel, pen/pencil, binder)

· Avoid being absent; be responsible for all make-up work

· Be open to criticism and be prepared to debate with others who do not agree with your interpretation (become effective communicators)
· Ask questions when you do not understand; DO NOT live a life of confusion! 









     (be problem solvers)
( I look forward to working with all of you this year and believe in students who do their very best on an everyday basis.  Enjoy this year!!!


Academic Integrity: Adherence to standards of honesty and integrity precludes engaging in, causing, or knowingly benefiting from any violation of academic integrity. Understanding the importance of this will benefit you in the future. Violations of academic integrity will result in no credit for the assignment(s).    The following violations are prohibited:
A. Cheating

Cheating is the use or attempted use of unauthorized materials, information, and study aids, as well as unauthorized collaboration on examinations, quizzes, and homework. It is the responsibility of students to consult with teacher concerning what constitutes permissible collaboration. Cheating or helping others cheat is academic fraud.

B. Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the act of presenting as one’s own, the ideas or writings of another; plagiarism, in any of its forms, violates academic integrity. For papers in English class, students must cite their sources according to Modern Language Association (MLA) standards.  If there are any concerns as to how to implement MLA citations and/or Works Cited pages, student must meet with teacher regarding the issue prior to turning in assignments.  
 
C. False Citations

False citation is attribution to an incorrect or fabricated source.  False citation is academic fraud.  




room 205  Mrs. Gerhardt
English II pre-Honors

Parent and Student Acknowledgment and Agreement
It is very important that you know, understand, and agree with the class policies and expectations. It is even more important that you support your student in his or her efforts to be successful this year. Please review this and any other documents sent home with your student. If you understand them and agree to support your student, please sign on the bottom and return to your student. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at gerhardty@mdusd.org or at

(925) 687-2030 x 8305. I hope to meet/see you soon at Back-To-School-Night. Please e-mail with any questions you may have. Thank you very much.

Grades will be done online, so please provide (or update) your e-mail address to the school via Homelink.
Course Description – see separate document “Course Syllabus” and the information on Academic Integrity (on the back) 
Movie Policy – During the school year we will watch movies that will support and enhance the classroom experience. They are all rated G, PG, or PG13. We will not view an “R” rated movie without written approval from the administration and the parents.

Support – Parental support, such as setting aside time to review homework with your student or making sure he/she get to class on time, is essential. Your student will be working very hard this year and he/she must know that you will help them accomplish their academic goals. If you are unable to provide this support, please make sure that there is someone whom your student can call on. 

(Detach the portion of this page below the dotted line and return to teacher when signed.)

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  

I have read and understand the syllabus for this class, including the course work, evaluation methods, absence and late work policies, behavioral expectations, and academic standards of conduct.

___________________________________

_________________________________  __
(student name) PRINT LEGIBLY




(student signature)
Parent/Guardian signature






Date

Parent/Guardian E-MAIL (PRINT LEGIBLY!)
